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Spring has arrived and the Hillside Commons comes alive 
with all the great activities will we be hosting during the 
month of April.  So enjoy the weather and enjoy being part  
of our outstanding community.   
 

Breakfast with Mr. Bunny and our Traditional Egg Hunt! 
On Saturday, April 7th, the Village of Hillside and the Youth  
Commission invite you to join in our annual Easter festivities.  Enjoy  
FREE donuts and juice, and a visit from the Easter Bunny when you  
attend our event.  Kids 3 tot 10 will “race” for the eggs and kids  
ages 2 and under will have the choice to grab from the “Bunny  
Basket” or race like the big kids.  The event officially starts at 9:30AM 
with Donuts and Juice and the “Grab/Race” will start at 10:00AM.  All age groups will begin at the 
same time so don’t be late.  Candy and treats will be given to all participants as long as the supply 
lasts and there will be prizes for “Lucky Egg” finders.  We hope you will join us for this event at the 
Hillside Commons, Hillside and Washington Avenues.  We thank our sponsor JEEP & BLAZER LLC 
for their generosity!  This is a perfect time to capture some great memories, so bring your camera! 
 

GET READY FOR PROJECT UFO!!!  APRIL 21 at the Hillside Commons! 
Not the kind of UFO’s in science fiction movies but Hillside’s very own UFO event (Unwanted Foreign 
Objects) that brings a fun aspect to cleaning up our Village.  Everyone is invited to pitch in and help 
us get rid of trash to help keep Hillside looking its greatest.  Project UFO starts at the Commons 
(behind the Village Hall) at 10:00am until 11:30am.  We urge baseball and soccer teams, scout 
groups, kids of all ages, teens and of course adults to come out, jump on one of our Public Works 
trucks and track down all the UFO’s.  There will be surprises for all that attend along with lunch  
provided by the Hillside McDonald’s.  For the safety of all, children ages 7 and younger, must be 
accompanied by an adult. This is a fun time and we are proud to put it back on this year’s event  
calendar! 
 

31st Annual Youth Athletic Parade...Saturday, April 28—Kick off 10:00AM 
We know the warm weather is just around the corner when the baseball teams are practicing at the 
Commons.  For the past 30 years, the anticipation of the Opening Day Parade has been a special 
part of our community.  School Bands, organizations, businesses, police and fire vehicles and  
representatives from our neighboring towns and of course, the great kids that make up our teams, 
come together for a morning of fun. 
 

Traditionally, we are fortunate to have a Grand Marshal lead the parade that has been instrumental in 
the sports field.  We have had top personalities in baseball, players from the ‘85 Bears “Superbowl” 
team,  hockey, basketball coaches, roller derby Hall of Famer, our business community,  
TV sportscasters and Chicago Rush Head Coach, Hillside’s own Bob McMillian.  This year is no  
exception.  We are excited to have DAVID KAPLAN , one of the hottest and best radio sports  
broadcasters ever, as our Grand Marshal!  David “The Kap man” Kaplan is an American columnist,  
radio and television sportscaster  who hosted the radio program Sports Central on WGN Radio and is 
the host of Chicago Tribune Live, a sports roundtable discussion show on the Comcast SportsNet 
that airs daily at 5:30pm.  His highly rated evening talk show SPORTS NIGHT can be heard  
weeknights from 7-10pm on WGN Radio.  He has appeared as a guest of “the Oprah Winfrey Show” 
and he was in the highly acclaimed documentary “Hoop Dreams”.  He is the only broadcaster in 
Chicago TV or radio history to host a daily radio show, a daily TV show, and write a regular 
column in a major newspaper...all at the same time!   David is also the host of the Chicago Cubs 
pre-and-post game Comcast show.  David’s blog on the Comcast SportsNet Chicago website is called 
“The Kap Man”.  We are excited to welcome him as Grand Marshal for 2012!  Information on the  
Parade Route is in this issue of “The Happenings”, our website or  call 202-4343. 



Saturday  
April 28, 2012 
10:00 AM     

 

Join us for the Official  
Opening Day Ceremony at the  

Hillside Commons  
Immediately following  

the Parade! 

 PARADE ROUTE 
 

Parade will start at the Hillside Village Hall 
425 Hillside Avenue...South to Butterfield Road…East to Wolf Road… 

North to Washington Street…West to the  
Hillside Commons…Hillside and Washington  

 
For more information call: 

(708) 202-4343 or 
Log on to www.hillside-il.org 

 

GRAND MARSHAL 
  WGN & Comcast 

SPORTSNET  
Broadcaster  “The Kap Man” 

DAVID KAPLAN 

CREDIT CARDS ARE NOW ACCEPTED 
FOR WATER BILL PAYMENTS 

 
The Village of Hillside now accepts Credit Cards for  WATER BILL PAYMENT through the Village 
website and at the Front Reception Desk of the Village Hall.   

We now offer the following payment options for water bills: 
 Credit Card—Pay FREE with Visa, MasterCard or Discover at www.hillside-il.org  We are 

pleased to offer this free and convenient service that is available 24 hours via the internet.  
With this new service, you can also access your utility account information,  history of billing, 
penalties, payments and usage data. 

 Auto-Pay—Pay automatically with our payment service that makes it more convenient for you 
to pay your monthly water bill.  How does it work?  Your monthly payment is automatically  

       taken from the account you authorize the bank to use, and the money is directly credited to 
       your water account at the Village of Hillside.  You will continue to receive a statement for your  
       records.  If you are interested, call our Water Billing Office at (708) 202-3462. 
 Drop Box—We have a “24 hour drop box”.  This box is “painted white and resembles a 
       mailbox”.  It is located by the parking lot of the Village Hall, 425 Hillside Avenue. 
 Mail—Send your payment via the U.S. Mail using the envelope provided with your water bill. 
 In Person—Come to the Village Hall during regular business hours.  Monday through Friday, 

we are open from 7:00AM until 5:00PM.  Saturday, we open at 9:00AM and close at 12:00 
Noon. 

 
We are very happy to offer you this new service, but please  
remember, that PHONE PAYMENTS ARE NOT ACCEPTED.  

Local Food Pantries 
  Need Your Help 

We are still trying to help 
stock the shelves of our 2 
local food pantries.  Bring 
your non-perishable items to 
the Food Collection Boxes 
that are located in the lobby 
of the Village Hall.  

Thank you so much! 

DATES TO REMEMBER 

The Board of a Whole Meeting 
for this month is Monday,  
April 9 and the Regular Board 
Meeting is Monday, April 23. 
Meetings start at 7:30pm. 
 
CITIZENS WATCH—April 3 
EGG HUNT—April 7 
PROJECT UFO—April 21 
YOUTH PARADE—April 28 
  
 
Call (708) 202-4343 for more 

information. 



PART-TIME DISPATCHER NEEDED 
The Police Department is now accepting  
applications for the position of Part-Time  
Police/Fire Dispatcher.  Applicants must be at 
least 18 years of age and pass an extensive  
background investigation.  Preference will be  
given to experienced candidates, bi-lingual candidates as 
well as military personnel. 
 

Starting pay ranges from $15.00 to $17.00 per hour.  Job  
Application Forms may be picked up at the Front Reception 
Desk of the Village Hall, 425 Hillside Avenue.  The Village of 
Hillside is an Equal Opportunity Employer.  If you have any 
questions, please call (708) 202-4354.  

CITIZENS COMMUNITY WATCH MEETING 
There will be a Citizens Watch meeting at 6:00pm, Tuesday, April 3rd at the Community Center, 1 N. Lind  
Avenue.  Topics will include local and regional crime trends.  We will also discuss any neighborhood concerns or  
comments you might have.  We hope you will join us for this night of information and urge you to bring a friend or  
neighbor.  Please contact Sgt. Chuck Strebar at (708) 202-4389 if you have any questions.  

IMPORTANT INFORMATION FROM PUBLIC WORKS AND BUILDING SERVICES    
 

 YARD WASTE... Starting week of April 2nd, and will be picked up on your regular garbage day!  All  
“yard waste” (leaves, plant debris, grass clippings, twigs or small branches, etc.) must be placed in your 
“GREEN” yard waste cart.  In addition you may also use your own 32 gallon container that will need to be 
labeled “Yard Waste Only” or a brown yard waste bag.  Be sure to have your carts placed on the parkway or  
driveway apron after 4:00pm the evening before your scheduled pickup day.  Please do not put ANY Carts, Trash  
or Recycling containers in the street. 

 
 
BRANCH PICK-UP...begins the week of April 9th and will be done once a month...our Public Works Department 
documents each street, with the date and time it was finished.  They will NOT return once they have completed a street.   
Branch pickup weeks are as follows: 
                                                           BRANCH PICK UP DATES 

 

       April 9  – April 13               August 6 – August 10 
  May 7   –  May 11               September 10– September 14 

      June 4 –  June 8                October 8– October 12 
      July 9  –  July 13  

 
GUIDELINES FOR BRANCH PICK UP 

 

 Place branches on the Parkway the Sunday before “Pick-Up Week” begins. 
 Entire trees will NOT be removed.  Residents must make arrangements with a  
       hauling service to remove debris when cutting down a tree. 
 Branch piles are NOT to exceed 8’ long by 5’ high by 5’ wide. 
 Logs 5’ or more in diameter must be cut into lengths of 2’ or less, stacked and will be 
       picked up separately. 
 Bush roots must be removed and will be picked up separately 

PLEASE DO NOT MIX YARD WASTE WITH BRANCHES!          

Our STREET SWEEPING program with Waste Management began in March.  During the month of April, the schedule 
will be April 2nd through April 6th and April 16th through April 20th.  Please DO NOT park on the street during these 
scheduled dates. 

 
READY FOR SPRING CLEAN UP??? 

 
Mark your calendars for the week of May 14th through May 18th.  On your regular garbage day during this special 
week in May, you will be able to place many of your unwanted household items out for pickup.  Details on  
acceptable items will be listed in the May issue of the Hillside Happenings. 
 

PLEASE CALL PUBLIC WORKS AT (708) 202-3434 WITH ANY QUESTIONS 

PART-TIME WATER METER READER POSITION 
 

The Village of Hillside is seeking qualified  
applicants for the position of  Water Meter Reader 
with the Public Works Department.  Essential job  
functions include reading remote water meter  
registers and monitoring for defective metering equipment.  
The job requires a high volume of walking outdoors and 
applicants will be subjected to adverse weather  
conditions. The position of Water Meter Reader is  
considered part-time and will be compensated at $11.00 
per hour, an average of 30-40 hours per month with no 
benefit package.  Applications are available at the Front 
Reception Desk of the Village Hall during regular business 
hours.  The Village of Hillside is an Equal Opportunity  
Employer.  Call (708) 202-3434 with any questions. 



 
PARAMEDIC/FIREFIGHTER TESTING 

VILLAGE OF HILLSIDE 
 

The Hillside Board of Fire and Police Commission is accepting applications for the purpose of establishing an eligibility list for  
Paramedic/Firefighter.  Applications may be obtained from the office of the Hillside Village Clerk, 425 Hillside Avenue,  
Hillside, Illinois, starting Monday, April 9, 2012, between the hours of 9:00AM to 5:00PM Monday through Friday and 9:00AM to 
12:00Noon on Saturdays.  All completed applications without exception, must be returned to the Village Clerk’s office no 
later than 5:00PM on Friday April 27, 2012. 
 

Prospective applicants must meet the following criteria: 
 

1.  Must be 21 years of age and under 35.  Age hiring limitations imposed by State statute are applicable 
2.  Must be a U.S. citizen 
3.  Must have a high school degree or G.E.D. equivalent 
4.  Must have a current Paramedic certification in the State of Illinois at the time of hire 
5.  Applicants who are currently certified as paramedics will be awarded  preference points on final register list 
6.  Must have a valid driver’s license at time of hiring 
7.  Must pay a non-refundable application fee of $20.00 for each application packet picked up. 
8.  Must present CPAT Certification issued by NIPSTA or SUFD at the written test. 

 
Additional requirements and supporting documentation requested of applicants will be provided as part of the Village’s application 
packet. 
 

The application and examination process are subject to the rules and regulations of the Hillside Fire and Police  
Commissioners.  There will be a MANDATORY ORIENTATION session on Saturday May 5, 2012 at 9:00AM. at the  
St. Domitilla School, 605 North Hillside Avenue Hillside, IL 60162. No admittance will be allowed after 9:00AM. The written 
test is scheduled for Saturday May 12, 2012 at 9:00AM.  This will also be held at St. Domitilla School. 
 

The Village of Hillside is an Equal Opportunity Employer and is committed to maintaining diversity in its work force.   
Women and minorities are encouraged to apply. 

Important news from our Fire Department.. 

TIPS ON CLOTHES DRYER SAFETY! 
 
 

 
Dryer Fires and How to Prevent Them...in most homes, the clothes dryer has become an indispensable part of family living.  And 
for families with children, laundry often seems never-ending.  But, many families don’t know that clothes dryers can be a leading 
cause of fires in the home-approximately 15,000 every year.  Once you bring them home, little preventative maintenance can keep 
your dryer in good working order. 
What Causes Fires?...One of the most common causes of dryer fires is lack of maintenance.  When lint traps aren’t cleaned 
as often as they should be, the resulting build-up in the screen or other areas can cause the dryer to perform poorly,  
operate at elevated temperatures and possible overheat-with dangerous consequences.  Vent systems must also be 
checked and cleaned to maintain proper air flow for the same reasons.  Problems may also occur if consumers place  
improper items in their dryers, such as foam backed rugs or athletic shoes, or vent their appliances with plastic or vinyl 
exhaust materials.  Make sure that whatever you put in your dryer is approved and safe to place in a dryer.  When in doubt, 
check the washing instructions on the tag of the clothing or consult the manufacturers website for more information. 
What can you do?...An important safeguard you family can take is to ensure that your dryer has rigid or flexible metal  
venting and ducting materials to help sustain airflow.  This will also reduce operating costs and extend the life of the dryer 
and clothing due to lower drying temperatures. 

Additionally...Remember to do the following… 
 Clean the lint trap before and after drying each load of clothes. 
 Don’t forget to clean the back of the dryer where lint can be trapped. 
 The interior of the dryer and venting system should be cleaned periodically by qualified service personnel.  If you notice the  
        drying time is longer, clean the vent system thoroughly to ensure proper airflow. 
 Replace plastic or vinyl exhaust hoses with rigid or flexible metal venting. 
 Do not dry clothing or fabric on which there is anything flammable (alcohol, cooking oils, gasoline, spot removers, dry-cleaning 

solvents, etc.)  Flammable substances give off vapors that could ignite or explode. 
 Don’t forget to read manufacturers’ warnings in use and care manuals that accompany new dryers.  Also warning 

markings can usually be found on the inside of the dryer’s lid and take only minutes to read. 
For More Information please contact the Fire Department at (708) 547-8684 

 
 REMINDER...REPLACE YOUR SMOKE DETECTOR BATTERY...BE SAFE! 
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